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Jennifer, could you please provide the letter below for Planning Commission members to
consider at the SMP Work Session tomorrow evening?

Greetings Commissioners, thank you for your work and service. 

 

I have commented several times regarding the draft SMP, but I wanted to
emphasize the words and language that are approved in the SMP will regulate
Shoreline use and development for many years.  Given the decline in ecological
function as evidenced by threats to water quality, fish and marine wildlife, it is
evident the SMP should promote improvements in shoreline ecological
function. “No Net Loss” requirements are obviously not working due to
inadequate metrics in assessments and inadequate monitoring and
enforcement.  We should be striving for improvements and “Net Gain”.   SMP
language can foster that.  In the current draft, please ask staff what are the
provisions to ensure “No Net Loss”?? 

I am concerned about the County's trend of converting shorelines to favor
industrial aquaculture.   Please see the map below of current aquaculture
permits (in green) comprising over 10,000 acres of Thurston County
shorelines.  The brown areas indicate prohibited areas. 
 
In the draft SMP Chapter 19.300 General Goals and Policies, and section
19.300.120 Economic Development, B.  Policy SH-23 “Water-oriented
economic development, such as those aquaculture activities encouraged under
the Washington Shellfish Initiative, should be encouraged and shall be carried
out in such a way as to minimize adverse effects and mitigate unavoidable
adverse impacts to achieve no net loss of shoreline ecological functions.”   The
bolded word should be changed to limited due to the industry's harmful
practices in bed preparation (scraping, removal of sand dollars, starfish and
eelgrass), the use of heavy equipment on fragile beaches, plastic pollution with
PVC pipes and netting, the spraying of pesticides and herbicides, and hydraulic
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harvesting disrupting the substrate.   
 
In June, 2020, the District Court for the Western District of Washington issued
final orders invalidating Army Corps of Engineers authorizations for commercial
shellfish aquaculture operations under the 2017 NationWidePermit (NWP)
48 as violations of the Clean Water Act.  New individual permits will be required
after December 2020 and the Department of Ecology is developing guidelines. 
County SMPs should reflect language promoting compliance if not
enhancements. 
 
I urge a careful review of industry practices to limit expansion and more
rigorous environmental protections in order to favor shoreline ecological
function and public access of our public waters.  Too much of Thurston
County's shorelines has been diverted to a monoculture that is a significant risk
to our forage fish habitat so important to salmon and Orca recovery.   
 
I am not opposed to shellfish aquaculture which is an important component of
our local economy, but advocate for environmentally responsible practices
which should be specified in the SMP. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Phyllis Farrell 
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